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~ SALT Pact
Descnbed as

"Very Ciose

' By Vernon A. Guldry T ’
: and Henry S. Bradsher -
" .Washington Star Staff Writers

) The State Department md1cates
.that an’ agreement with the Soviet;

meetmg expected soon

i After the sessmn btate l)epartmenr
spokesman, Tom Reston, gave the"
" American reading of the status of the;
*'talks to.waiting reporters. In whats
could be the song of SALT, Reston’
. said, “We are closer closer veryt
: close i . :

Y
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Those ‘were the words Dob1 ynm_
‘used Saturday after meetmg with+

E

__electronic

“Vance for about 40 minutes. Last
/'night, the Soviet-ambassador said:
* only that he would confu'm his assess-s

.mentofSaturday TR ~§

"'Reston said there snll are. final 4
" items tob be resolved m a future meet-;

Wy

mg . -
Gomg mto Saturdays sessxon the@

£

; outstanding issutes involved the defh

.nition of what-will constitute a.news
“ missile type under-the SALT pact ands
_a detailed understanding of .whati
“kind of behavior would be consxdere d:f
%! v1olation of the pact . .

"REPORTS CIRCULATING in govern-';
ment yesterday indicated- thats
progress had been made on,the news
missile issue. It was unclear what furs
ther-action was necessary on the re-;
maining question, which is part of the*
‘issue known .by the shorthand deg
scriptxon of verification. L 2

The ability of the United States to: 4
verlfy Soviet compliance with treaty:
prov1swns has become oneé of thed.
most important questions in the eX:3
pected battle to ranfy thetreaty in th ;'
‘Senate.”. 3
" The recent loss of CIA-operated

listenin
Soviet border in Iran has brought that:
-ability into quesiion among many,[
‘senators, making such alternalive -
monitoring: means as satelhtes moreF

1m rtant.. - e ~vﬂ1;, E
'}gere are. mdxcatlons t at thé‘ad-:

:ministrationu is moving-to. demon-;
“strate its concern for satellite-safety s
‘with increased attention on. a treatyy
‘to limit Weapons demgn N
out satellites:- ¢

The Amerlcan Broadcasn g Co. re-
ported in weekend news broadcastss 4
-that the administration is pushmg;to
conclude such a treaty in time to- slgn 3
it along wnh the SALT pact. S

DN SOURCES KNOWLEDGABLE *abont
the anti-satellite, or “Asat,” negotia-s
" tions say, however that talks with the :
.Soviet Union have been. stalled. The:
second.round of those talks was con- '
“cluded in Berne, Switzerland; in j
February. No real progress was made,
sources say. : ” i

B 3 il %

exxst within the American govern-
ment as well as with the Soviets. The3
-Pentagon is not at all sure it wants 1o
“limit such Systems until it has at; least,

‘Soviet capabxhty to destroy ‘0 bmng;
satelhtes i -

. The United’ States has not yet testedl“w
such a system while the Soviet. Umont

Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400390102-6




